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There are many other instances of leechcraft in the Diary. On February pth, 1662-63, we read of the virtues of Venice treacle, and again on July nth, 1665.
On July 2oth, 1665, Lady Carteret gave Pepys a bottle of plague water, but he does not seem to have put much faith in it, and he evidently had more faith in keeping his mind occupied, and in doing his duty, than in any quack medicines. Unfortunately, in those days, the regular practitioners were frequently in the habit of adopting quack remedies.
On October ipth, 1663, we read that pigeons were put to the feet of Queen Catharine, when she was nearly at the point of death, and when Pepys7s cousin, Anthony Joyce, tried to drown himself in a pond, pigeons were put to his feet after it appeared that setting him on his head to let the water run out of his mouth was not so satisfactory a treatment as had been hoped (January 2ist, 1667-68). Joyce died soon after in his bed, but as he did not die immediately from his immersion, his estate was saved from confiscation, to which it was liable from his being a suicide.
A curious belief respecting the turning sour of beer is recorded on November 6th, 1663: "Heard Sir John Cutler say, that of his own experience in time of thunder, so many barrels of beer as have a piece of iron laid upon them will not be soured-, and the others will."
On August 2ist, 1666, Mr. Batelier told Pepys how a taverner in Bordeaux was cheated into a belief that his wine would turn sour. The cheats hired a man to imitate thunder and rain and hail, which so deceived the poor tavern-keeper that he was induced to abate some of the price of his wines from fear that the thunder would spoil them, although there was no storm. This reads rather too much like a traveller's tale.
(ft)  TRADITIONAL CUSTOMS.
The portion of this subject relating to traditional customs can be largely illustrated from the Diary, and some of these customs can be arranged in the order of the calendar.
In the seventeenth century seasons were kept with everyd many insects do often fall from the sky ready formed."nly," were torn up. The charms are (i) for stanch-
